RTOW Executive Board Meeting Minutes

Thursday September 7, 2006

Video Conference (Madison, Oshkosh, Wausau and Johnson Creek)

Attendees:  Dan Steinhoff, Eric Wevley, Michelle Howard, Kathy Wicker, Mary Walls, Sarah Seefeld, Kim Schwab, Lisa Gorges, Dawn Henrich

Dan Steinhoff called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

1. Reports

a. Secretary’s Report

i. Kathy Wicker made the motion to approve the March 24th 2006 Executive Board Meeting Minutes and the March 25th 2006 Business Meeting Minutes and Mary Walls seconded the motion.

ii. There are currently 243 RTOW members for 2006:

1. Therapists:  143

2. Dosimetrists:  27

3. 2006 Students:  24

4. 2007 Students:  23

5. 2008 Students:  1

6. Retired:  4

7. Educators:  6

8. Directors/Managers:  12

9. Physics Assistants:  1

10. Other (Not specified on application):  2

iii. Post cards were sent out to the members as a reminder for them to visit the website to see the Executive Board Meeting Minutes from March 24th 2006, the Business Meeting Minutes from March 25th 2006 and the 2006 Spring Newsletter.

iv. The 2006 RTOW mailing labels were sent to Rhonda Nousen for the 3rd Annual Spring Forum save the date cards and brochures, Pam Bauman for the Fall RTOW Meeting and Daniel Sodemenn for the UW Hospital job posting.

v. The public RTOW Membership Directory posted on the website was last updated on September 7th 2006 and the next time the online directory is scheduled to be updated is in November 2006.

b. Treasurer’s Report

i. The beginning balance on March 22nd 2006 was $23,588.88.

ii. The expenses for the RTOW included:

1. The Spring 2006 Meeting (Hotel) 

2. RT in DC 2006

3. Student Achievement Awards 2006

4. Hotel Deposit for the Spring 2007 Meeting

5. Mileage Reimbursement for the Spring 2006 Meeting

6. Student Paper Awards 2006

7. Postage/Printing

8. Spring 2006 Meeting Speaker Honorariums

9. Bank Fees

10. Meal Reimbursement for the Spring 2006 Board Meeting

11. Hotel Reimbursement for the Spring 2006 Board Members

12. Hotel Deposit for the Fall 2007 Meeting

13. RTOW Online Website

14. WSRT Meeting (Sarah Seefeld – President Elect)

iii. The income for the RTOW included:

1. Spring 2006 Meeting Registration

2. Donations for 2006 Spring Meeting

3. Vendor Table for 2006 Spring Meeting

4. Website Advertising

5. Membership Renewal

iv. The ending balance on September 7th 2006 was $16,413.97.

c. By-Laws Report

i. No report

d. Area Representative’s Reports

i. Southwest

1. Amy Heath had a baby girl.

2. UW Hospital – Madison put in their second tomotherapy unit.

ii. Northwest

1. UW Rapids has a tomotherapy unit.

2. The 2007 Spring Meeting will be March 24th 2007 at the Chula Vista.  We will be celebrating 30 years.  The speakers have been chosen.

iii. Northeast

1. Aurora – Oshkosh has a new Radiation Oncologist.

2. Appleton Medical Center has begun construction for 
Cyber knife.

3. Kim Schwab is due in October.

iv. Southeast

1. Cyber knife at St. Luke’s is going well.  They have treated 70 patients since March.

e. Webmaster’s Report

i. Dawn Henrich made the request that the Meeting Planning Committee send the electronic brochure and registration to the webmaster before it gets sent out to the members.

ii. The new monthly fee for the website is $21.95.

iii. Amy Heath is presently on maternity leave and Dawn Henrich will be on maternity leave in October.  With Amy Heath and Dawn Henrich both on maternity leave, for comments, the web will be updated to say please contact a Board Member.

f. Historian’s Report

i. Ideas for celebrating the 30 year anniversary of RTOW will be discussed at the 2006 Fall Meeting.

g. RT Intern’s Report

i. Gunderson

1. Summer semesters clinical experience was mostly observation, some patient positioning and putting in wedges.

2. Each intern spent a week in the Radiology Department and with the Nurses in the Oncology Department.

3. Started fall semester and are in five week rotations on either the treatment machine or in the sim.

4. This fall the interns will start to work more with the pendant and continue to position patients.

5. The interns get a lot of one-on-one attention from the therapists and are grateful to have Kris Saeger around for most any question.

6. The interns are beginning to complete their competencies on the treatment machines and the sim.

ii. Madison

1. All the therapists and everyone are really helpful and understand that the interns are new and learning.

2. It has been fun to see all the procedures and help out.

iii. University of Chicago

1. The interns inserted blocks and wedges and helped position the patients.

2. The interns will start to do their competencies soon.

3. The therapists are very helpful and willing to take the time to teach.

4. Fall semester has started and the interns are excited to see what new things they will learn.

5. The interns are taking their Physics class with the residents.

iv. St. Luke’s

1. The interns have been working with machines, positioning patients and doing outside rotations.

2. The interns have not been able to drive.

v. Froedtert

1. Summer classes went well.

2. The interns have been shown and doing all the steps to successfully treat a patient from proper setup, lining up to their marks, writing in their chart and driving.

h. RT Club’s Report

i. The officers of the Radiation Therapy Club met with Kris Saeger and discussed the plans for the upcoming year.

ii. The RT Club would like to be active this year in developing relationships between those accepted into the major and the growing number of other students who are becoming interested in pursuing Radiation Therapy as a career.  

iii. The RT Club will be implementing a mentorship program for the 1st and 2nd year students.

iv. Fundraising activities for the RT Club include:

1. Steppin’ Out in Pink – a walk fundraiser to benefit local breast cancer research.

2. Proposed events range from shooting hoops for donations to volunteer at a booth selling concessions at Octoberfest.

v. The RT Club has asked the RTOW to consider a donation to the RT Club’s team for the AIDS walk.

2. Old Business

a. Executive Board Member Nominees

i. Secretary nominee – Jackie Schweitzer

b. Post Cards for Meeting

i. It will be discussed with the members at the Fall 2006 Meeting about when to send the post cards to the members to go online and register for the meetings.

c. Student for RT in DC

i. A student needs to be selected for RT in DC by December to get student rates.

ii. The judges will be Sarah Seefeld, Kathy Wicker and Michelle Howard.

3. New Business

a. 2007 Fall Meeting

i. Terri Williams from Sheboygan is organizing the 2007 Fall Meeting.

b. Strategic Planning

i. Have survey at 2006 Fall Meeting for the members/attendees to fill out and then use the comments to create the RTOW vision statement and possibly a quality statement.

ii. Kim Schwab has a draft.

c. Member of the Year

i. Excellence in Radiation Oncology Award

1. Jennifer Buskerud’s email sent on August 21st 2006 to be forwarded to the Board Members again.

2. Board members to give input and ideas.

d. Increase Membership

i. It was suggested that a complete list of all the non-members who attend the Spring and Fall Meetings be sent to the Executive Board and then each one be personally contacted by their Area Rep and sent an information packet on RTOW.

ii. Dan Steinhoff to contact therapists in the UP and see if there is an interest in them joining the RTOW.

iii. The Board is open to ideas on how to increase the number of nurses in our membership.

e. ASRT or GE Grants

i. Dan Steinhoff to look into getting funding from GE.

f. WSRT Update

i. The WSRT is losing money.

ii. The WSRT has increased their dues by $10 to provide online CE credits.  The website is www.xraycredits.com.

g. Business Cards

i. It was suggested that the RTOW have business cards with RTOW logo and have blank for name to be printed later as necessary.  Blank business cards will be passed onto to next RTOW President.

h. 30th Anniversary Pins

i. It was suggested to order pins for our 30th celebration during the 2007 Spring Meeting.

ii. Kathy Wicker to get phone numbers from her work and get pricing.

i. Past President Dinner

i. Kathy Wicker is attempting to generate the complete list of all the past RTOW Presidents.

Kathy Wicker made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Michelle Howard seconded the motion.

