RTOW Business Meeting

March 25, 2006

Dan Steinhoff called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.

1. Business Meeting Minutes Approved

a. Linda Messer made the motion to approve the RTOW Business Meeting minutes from November 5, 2005.  

b. Sarah Seefeld seconded the motion.

2. Reports

a. Treasurer’s Report:

i. The beginning balance on February 4, 2006 was $20,734.93.

ii. In the last month, the category expenses for RTOW included:  winter board meeting expenses including both food reimbursement and mileage reimbursements, speaker honorariums for the Spring 2006 meeting, postage and printing, tax filing costs for the year of 2005, and website hosting.
iii. Income to the RTOW account came from the membership renewals, Spring Meeting registration, and donations/vendors for the Fall 2005 Meeting.

iv. The ending balance on March 22, 2006 was $23,588.88.

b. Secretary’s Report:

i. There are currently 244 RTOW members for 2006.

1. Therapists:  146

2. Dosimetrists:  28

3. 2006 Students:  22

4. 2007 Students:  23

5. Retired:  3

6. Educators:  6

7. Directors/Managers:  13

8. Physics Assistants:  1

9. Other:  2

ii. The 2005 RTOW membership and cancer center lists and the 2006 RTOW membership list were sent to Geoffrey Krey for the 2006 Spring Meeting.

iii. The Executive Board Meeting Minutes from February 4th are posted on the website. 

iv. The public RTOW directory is posted on the website.  Late applicants are not included on the online directory as it is only updated quarterly.  The next online update is in May.  The computer records of the public and non-public directory are current.

v. The 2006 RTOW membership labels were sent to Katie Cowan, HR Specialist at St. Claire Hospital for advertising and open position.

vi. The February 4th Executive Board Meeting Minutes were approved by Michelle Howard and seconded by Sarah Seefeld.

c. By-Laws Report:

i. No report.

d. Area Representative’s Reports:

i. Southwest

1. Jan Weber retired in November 2005.

2. UW’s tomotherapy machine is heavily scheduled and there are plans on replacing their 2300 with another tomo unit.

3. Amy Heath is pregnant.

4. Stephanie Bailey is pregnant.

5. Baraboo is up and running.

6. UW experienced a minor flood in their department.

ii. Southeast
1. Planning a mini meeting.

2. Trilogy is up and running at Columbia St. Mary’s.
3. Encouragement to others to plan mini meetings.

iii. Northwest

1. Not present.

iv. Northeast

1. The Cancer Center at Mercy Medical Center in Oshkosh has become affiliated with UW.
e. Webmaster’s Report

i. The “Question of the Month” will be dropped if there is no participation from members.

ii. It was decided that there will be no mass mailings.

iii. Any comments made on the webpage will be directed to the RTOW President.

iv. Any updates are to be given to the webmasters.  Email good and bad news.
v. All of the new Executive Board Members are to give their bios to the webmasters to be posted on the webpage.

vi. Send address changes to the webmasters or to the Secretary.
vii. Email any suggestions to the webmaster.

f. Historian’s Report

i. RTOW will be celebrating 30 years in 2007.  
ii. Discussion of possibly having the Fall Meeting at 9:00 a.m. Saturday and then having a party Saturday night.  Discussion of possibly having a Past President dinner.

iii. Please use the website to give suggestions on what you would like to see happen for the 30 year celebration.
iv. Northwest Area will be planning the meeting.

g. RT Internship Report
i. Mini Quiz Bowl was held and St. Luke’s won.

ii. The interns are working on finishing their papers.

iii. The interns are currently looking for jobs.

h. RT Club Report

i. Not present.

ii. They paid for Stacey Clegg’s ASRT membership.

i. RT in DC

i. Dan Steinhoff’s experience:  I would first like to thank RTOW for allowing me a second opportunity to experience RT in DC.  Not only was it important for me to lobby for the RadCare Bill (S2322) in the Senate and the Care Bill (HR1426) in the House, but taking part in how our system of government works was very rewarding.   


On Sunday March 12th, the Wisconsin contingent met with our fellow ASRT members at a welcome reception.  It was nice to see people that I had become friends with last year.  Monday morning we were updated on the current status of each bill.  ASRT board members and lobbyists are very hopeful that this could be the year that the bills will pass into law.  If the bills are to move forward out of committee and on to the floor for a vote, it will have to happen before fall.  The House of Representatives is up for re-election.  They will be hitting the campaign trail shortly after Labor Day.  Elected officials tend to get out and meet and greet their constituents more during an election year.   Use this opportunity to talk to them about the issue of minimum standards of education in the radiological sciences.  Get involved with the election campaign in your area.  Talk to their staff, in most cases, it is as good as talking to the candidate.  Currently we have 122 co-sponsors in the House and 9 in the Senate.  Monday afternoon and all day Tuesday, we met with the staff of the Wisconsin Senators and Representatives.  We have three co-sponsors in the House; they are Baldwin, Kind and Ryan.  The rest of the Wisconsin congressmen and congresswomen, excluding Rep. Sensenbrenner, are very positive about the bills.  For different reasons they will not co-sign the bills, but would vote for the bill if it came up for a vote.  Mr. Sensenbrenner believes it is a state issue, not a federal one.






In conclusion, I think that the bills are going in the right direction.  I am not as optimistic to their success this year as the ASRT is.  I am confident that with continued pressure that this legislation will pass in the near future.  As an organization, we need to continue supporting lobbying efforts with our allies from across the nation.  Thanks again RTOW for the opportunity and the great experience.
ii. Sarah Seefeld’s experience:  What a wonderful experience to be in Washington D.C. for R.T. in D.C.   I would like to thank RTOW for giving me the opportunity to participate in this event.  I met Dan Steinhoff and Stacey Clegg on Sunday night, March 12, 2006, to join with our fellow WSRT colleagues and other radiologic technologists from all around the United States.  We came together as a group to get to know one another and have a little fun before all the work started.








Monday came quickly and that morning we learned about the updates on the CARE bill and it’s companion, the RadCARE bill that is in the Senate from Bill Finerfrock (ASRT Legislative Counsel), Dave Goch (ASRT Legal Counsel), and Bob Waters (SNMTS Legislative Counsel).  For someone who did not know all the details about either bill or much about the political situation, I tried to take everything in.









The afternoon was the opportunity for those technologists and therapists who had participated in RT in DC previously to get an early jump on contacting their senators and congressmen.  Congresswoman Baldwin, and Senators Kohl and Feingold were available for appointments on Monday and Dan Steinhoff and the WSRT representatives were able to meet with their Legislative Assistants.








Those of us who were participating for the first time took advantage of the role-playing and instructions on how to lobby effectively.  The afternoon was extremely beneficial in letting the first-time attendees really get down to the details of the CARE and RadCARE bills and feel comfortable lobbying and conversing with our Senators and Congressmen.  That evening, we were able to enjoy a dinner with the other RT in DC attendees and get early reports on how things were being received and get last minute questions answered.








Tuesday arrived and the attendees were met with a big breakfast to start our day.  The Wisconsin group (WSRT representatives and Dan Steinhoff, Stacey Clegg and myself) had appointments with the offices of Congressmen Ryan, Kind, Moore, Petri, Obey, Sensenbrenner, and Green.  We were able to meet with the Legislative Assistants (LA’s) of all but Congressman Sensenbrenner who took the time to meet with us himself.  Meeting with the LA’s allowed us to explain fully about the CARE bill and how important it is for the government to help protect patient’s rights and expectations.  We received great responses from the LA’s who let us know they would take to information back to the Congressmen.  We had Congressmen already sponsoring the bill and those who were not sponsoring, because they were not on the committee the bill goes before, were willing to call the chair of the committee and ask when it would be “marked up”.  “Marked up” refers to when a bill will go to the floor for possible movement to become law.  By doing this, our congressmen are generating a buzz that this is an important topic and has that congressman as a supporter.




Congressman Sensenbrenner was agreeable to meet with us himself.  He allowed us to explain the updates to the bill and why it is important to us.  Though he shared our opinion that this is significant for patient safety, he felt this was a state’s right issue rather than a federal right.  The Wisconsin group had Dave Goch (Legal Counsel) along with us and Dave and the Congressman debated whose right this was.  While no one was able to sway the Congressman to support the CARE bill, he was in agreement with us in the need for increased patient safety.








We ended RT in DC with 118+ co-sponsors in the House of Representatives and a lot of interest in the Senate.  We are coming upon the time, about 10 years, when bills really move forward in the legislative process.  This year, we made and impression with the LA’s about the importance of the CARE and RadCare bills and look forward to seeing our hard work pay off.  Again, I would like to thank you to the RTOW for the opportunity to participate in RT in DC.  It was an experience that will always stay with me.  I am so glad I was able to contribute to something that is key in what we do everyday and how we care, for not just our patients, but people throughout the United States.  If anyone has any questions about the bills, please email me at sseefeld1@wi.rr.com.
iii. Stacey Clegg’s experience:  When I first found out that interns could apply to attend RT in DC I was hesitant and not sure if I was going to apply.  I don’t consider myself a very political person and I don’t really pay close attention to politics in the news.  I also didn’t know that much about the CARE Bill or RadCare Bill and I had no experience with lobbying for a bill.  After speaking with my interim department manager Kathy Wicker, who attended RT in DC last year, I became really excited about the CARE and RadCare Bills and I really wanted to go to Washington DC.  To my surprise I was the intern selected and I was thrilled.   




                                    On Monday, I was in class all day learning all about the CARE and RadCare Bills, the differences between the two bills, and how to be an effective lobbyist.  At first I was overwhelmed and nervous with all the information, but the classes were very educational and prepared me well.  Two lobbyists who work on capital hill came and spoke to us and gave us good tips on how to speak with our senators and congressmen.  I also was able to watch a couple role-plays in which other people attending RT in DC practiced with the two professional lobbyists.  The role-playing helped tremendously because they gave me a better idea of what to expect during the visits with my representatives.




        On Tuesday we headed off to capital hill to meet with seven of eight Wisconsin House Representatives.  I was assigned to be the main speaker when we met with Congressman Mark Green because he is the congressman for District 8, which includes New London, my hometown.  I was still nervous prior to meeting but Dan and Sarah and Sandy and Connie from WSRT were so supportive and encouraging, they helped me feel more comfortable.  We actually met with Mark’s Legislative Assistant, Ryan Osterholm.  The meeting went very well and the response was positive.  I’m planning on following up soon to see if Ryan was able to talk with Congressman Green and to get any feedback that they may have.
            Overall, the experience was awesome and one I will never forget.  I learned so much about the CARE Bill and RadCare bill and about the legislative process in general.  I was surprised at the lengthy procedure that is involved with getting a bill brought out of committee and to the floor to be voted on and finally becoming law.  My favorite part of RT in DC was being able to go into the congressmen’s offices and sit and talk with them or their Legislative Assistant.






           I would like to thank RTOW and the UW-L RT Club for supporting me and giving me the opportunity to attend RT in DC.  I also would like to thank Dan and Sarah for all their help and encouragement. This experience has motivated me to become more involved with legislative issues related to my profession in the future and to not be so scared of politics.  If there is an opportunity next year for an intern to attend RT in DC I encourage all the interns to apply even if you’re nor quite sure or hesitant.  It’s an amazing learning experience and I’m honored to have received this opportunity.
3. New Business

a. Nominations

i. President Elect:  Andy DeLao

ii. Secretary:  No nomination

iii. By-Laws:  Eliza Lightholder, Theresa Breunig

iv. Southwest Area Representative:  Marc Collver

v. Southeast Area Representative:  Colleen Justus, Amy Pelikan
vi. The Executive Board has asked Michelle Howard to stay on for another year as Treasurer and she has agreed.  This keeps the Treasurer and Secretary from being elected in the same year.  

b. Post Cards

i. Post cards will be sent out to remind members to download newsletters, meeting registration forms and membership renewal forms.  This should save the RTOW in postage.

c. Student Representative for RT in DC

i. The student representative for RT in DC needs to be selected by the first of December.  

ii. If a student is within 6 months if graduation, they have to pay regular ASRT membership rates to participate in RT in DC.  
iii. Work with Kris Saeger to do this.

d. Executive Board Meetings
i. For future Executive Board Meetings, for those who cannot attend, we will try to use a cell phone with speaker phone capabilities.

e. Videotaping/Web casting Meetings
i. Videotaping meetings is not accepted.

ii. Issues with web casting

1. How to prove that the individual who is logged onto the computer is present the entire time?

2. Takes away from our organizations funds.

3. There is a third party cost.

f. Ads on Website

i. Ads for technical services on our website are allowed and will be charged the same cost as posting a job position.

ii. Please contact the President or Webmaster.

g. Fall Meeting

i. Covenant Cancer Center will be the official host.  They consist of St. Joseph’s, St. Francis, St. Michaels and Elmbrook Memorial Hospital.

ii. October 6th and 7th in Milwaukee.
Kathy Holzhueter made the motion to adjourn the meeting.

Sarah Seefeld seconded the motion.
