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          SPRING NEWSLETTER  


2010 Spring Meeting

The Spring Meeting was held at the Chula Vista in Wisconsin Dells on March 27th, 2010.

The Southwest district would like to thank all of the sponsors who supplied and donated materials for the meeting.  They would also like to thank everyone who put forth time and effort to make the meeting a success, with a special thanks going to Amy Heath for all of her hard work.

Very special thanks to the vendors and sponsors:  

· Civco
· Impac Medical Systems
· Gammex
· Tomotherapy
· Radiodyne
· Siemens Medical
A special thanks to our speakers:

· Peg Lautenschlager
· “When All You Can Do is Pull out Your Hair-Dealing with Breast Cancer both Publically and Privately”
· Jared Kast, BS, RT(T): Gunderson Lutheran Hospital, La Crosse; Stephanie Olson, BS, RT(T): UW Hospital and Clinics, Madison; Heather Bowe, BS, RT(T): Froedtert Memorial Lutheran Hospital
· Radiation Therapist Panel: “IGRT Techniques in our Facilities: ExactTrac, Tomotherapy, and CT on Rails”
· Stine Korreman, Ph.D.
· “An Overview of RapidArc and Radiation Oncology in Denmark”
· Steve Howard, MD, Ph.D.
· “Pulse-Reduced Dose Rate Radiation Therapy”
· Peggy Weiderholt, RN and Lori Hayes, MS, RN
· “The Role of Oncology Nurse Coordinators and Clinical Nurse Specialists in the Radiation Oncology Team-Thoughts from Providers and Patients” 
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2010 Fall Meeting

   The Fall RTOW meeting will be hosted at UW-La Crosse in La Crosse, WI and                                                         will be sponsored by the UW-La Crosse Radiation Therapy Interns on October 8-9, 2010.  Looking ahead, the spring meeting will be hosted at Chula Vista in Wisconsin Dells, WI in 2011.


RT In DC and the CARE Bill
     To the members of RTOW:

I would like to express my sincere thanks for allowing me to participate in Washington D.C. for R.T. in D.C. this year.

R.T. in D.C. has always been a wonderful experience for me and proved the same this year.  The atmosphere in the capitol was definitely different with the health care reform on everyone’s minds.  With the New York Times articles there has been an increased awareness of the impact radiation can have on people.  Because of this awareness the ASRT had a chance to participate in a panel before the House of Representatives along with physicists, physicians and others.

We currently have a bill in the House of Representatives and we are still working to get the bill introduced in the Senate.  In the past, Senators Kennedy and Enzi took the lead on this but with Senator Kennedy’s passing this has been a slower process.  

We received good feedback from the Representatives of the House.  We currently have two co-sponsors (Tammy Baldwin and Steven Kaegen).  As in the past, for the congressmen/women not on the committee, the response we received from the Legislative Assistants was that they would not co-sponsor the bill but would vote for it if it came to the floor.  

The focus was noticeably changed in the Senate. There was a preoccupation with the then upcoming deadline from President Obama regarding health care reform.  Since there is currently no bill in the Senate, the response we received from the Legislative Assistants was less than we had hoped for.  Both Legislative Assistant’s seemed to understand the importance of the bill but until a bill is introduced there is not much they would do (it is also important to note the neither Senator is on the committees the bill would be introduced from and are unlikely to sign on as co-sponsors).

I urge all of you to contact your Congressmen and Senators to express the importance of the C.A.R.E. bill.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact myself or Stacey.  

Thank you again for the opportunity,

Sarah Seefeld

sseefeld1@wi.rr.com


Treasurer Report
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   The beginning balance on October 1st, 2008 was $15,344.45.
The expenditures included:

· Web Hosting
· State of Wisconsin licensure
· Postage
· Cart Bowl Sponsorship
· Scholarship-Continuing Education
· RT in DC reimbursements
· Speaker Honorariums-Spring 2010 Meeting
The income included:

· Membership-New, Active, Retired, Student
· Meeting Registration-Spring 2010
· Donations for Spring Meeting 2010
   The ending balance to date is $18,317.97. 
     Audits are now being done quarterly. A detailed report can be found on the RTOW website or from the RTOW treasurer found at www.rtowonline.com.


Secretary Report

There are currently 131 RTOW members for 2010.


Therapists:  80


Dosimetrists:  8


2010 Students: 25 including Argosy


2011 Students: 6


Retired:  3


Educators:  3


Directors/Managers:  9


Physics Assistants:  1

      Other (Not Specified on application):  2

   The public RTOW Membership Directory posted on the website was last updated March 2010 and will be updated quarterly.  Please email all changes to the RTOW secretary, Jamie Robinson at Columbia-St. Mary’s in Milwaukee at jamielynnrobinson84@yahoo.com.


WWW.RTOWONLINE.COM
[image: image5.jpg]



· Please forward any updates or news to the webmasters.   They will do their best to update the website on a regular basis.  

· We would like to see great community involvement in our districts.  Please check the website for activity info and please remember to report all work to the webmasters and to include pictures.

· Ads for technical services on our website are allowed and will be charged the same cost as posting a job position.

· Send address changes to the webmasters or to the Secretary, the membership will be updated quarterly.

· We do not have control over who accesses the RTOW website. Be sure to mark on your membership application if you would like to be apart of the public directory.
· Please remember to check website occasionally for Policy and Procedure revisions.
· Please email any and all suggestions to the webmaster.



Scholarship Opportunity
     A $1000 scholarship will be offered annually to an active RTOW member, with a minimum of a three year membership, whom will be pursuing an advanced or graduate degree. An application form can be found on-line for all interested members.

     Danielle Hinze has been selected for the scholarship this year! Congratulations Danielle!


Executive Board Member Nominations
   At the Fall meeting there will be several board positions open for nomination. This year the board is trying something new by having a nominations committee that is chaired by Kris Saeger in hopes to increase the interest of members being on the board as well as having every position filled. 
   The board positions that are open for nominations are the President Elect, Bylaws, Secretary, SW rep, SE rep and the NW rep. 

Current nominations: President Elect: April Holler and Dan Steinhoff

SW rep: Sarah Burski and Jared Kast

SE rep: Danielle Hinze and Tracy Katzer

NW: open

Bylaws: Bridget Krueger, Amy Heath

  We still need nominations especially for the NW rep and welcome any nominations, even for those positions which already have a candidate.  If you know anyone who may be interested or are interested yourself, please contact Kris Saeger.  Being a board member can be a very rewarding position and is a great way to make changes to improve our organization.



ASTRO
   This year at ASTRO in San Diego, California, two of our members will be presenting! Vicki Mullins will be doing a presentation on remote dosimetry and Melissa Weege will be presenting on Web 2.0 tools for research and education. 


Kudos

· Congratulations to the Class of 2009! They had an average score of 89-8% on their national board exam, which put them into the 95th percentile. Way to go! You have made us all proud!
· Sabrina Klein was selected to be the House of Delegates Intern. This was a very competitive position to obtain and she is the first student from the UW-La Crosse program to be selected for this position!

· Amy Heath graduated with a MSHS!
· Melissa Weege graduated with a Masters in Education!

     Thank you to all whom have made and continue to make a positive difference in the field of Radiation Therapy. On the RTOW website there are nomination forms to tell us about someone who has gone above and beyond as well as someone whom has been an active member of RTOW and has served on the Executive Board.





RTOW Executive Board – Spring 2010


Past President                                                      President        
Pam Bauman


          
          Stacey Pigeon
Columbia St. Mary’s
          

          Columbia St. Mary’s
(414) 291-1577 (w)


          (414) 291-1556 (w)

(414) 291-1557 (f)


          (414) 291-1557 (f)

pbauman@columbia-stmarys.org 

           spigeon@columbia-stmarys.org
President Elect                                                     Secretary
Vicki Mullins


                        Jamie Robinson
          
UWCC/Riverview Hospital                                     Columbia St. Mary’s

(715) 697-9545 (w)


           (414) 291-1556 (w)

(715) 422-9335 (f)                                                 (414) 291-1557 (f)

 mulvic@rhahealthcare.org                                     Jamielynnrobinson84@yahoo.com
Treasurer                                                              Co-Webmaster
Tracy Nelson                                                          Amy Heath
St. Clare Hospital, Baraboo, WI 

            University of Wisconsin Hospitals & Clinics
(608) 356-1570 (w) 


            (608) 263-8517 (w)
(608) 356-1302 (f)


            (608) 263-9167 (f)
tramcc_ps23@hotmail.com

            aa.heath@hosp.wisc.edu
Co-Webmaster                                                      By-Law Chair

Dawn Henrich                                                        Jill Corbet
UW Cancer Center – Aspirus Wausau Hospital      Columbia St. Mary’s
(715) 847-2199 (w)                                               (414) 291-1556 (w)

(715) 847-2319 (f)                                                (414) 291-1557 (f)
dawnh@aspirus.org                                                jcorbet@colubia-stmarys.org
Northeast Area Rep.                                              Northwest Area Rep.

Cherie Wilson                                                        open

Aurora Baycare
(920) 564-5119 (w)
(920) 793-7365 (f)
Cherie.wilson@aurora.org
Southeast Area Rep.                                             Southwest Area Rep.

Heather Bowe                                                       Kris Saeger
Froedtert Hospital                                               University of Wisconsin Hospital & Clinics
(414) 805-4400 (w)                                              (608) 263-8533 (w)
hmbuwlax@hotmail.com                                        ksaeger@uwhealth.org
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