2010 Executive Board Meeting Minutes

Friday, March 26, 2010
Held at Chula Vista in Wisconsin Dells, WI.

Attendees:  Pam Baumann, Sarah Seefeld, Amy Heath, Stacey Pigeon, Jamie Robinson, Paige Harris, Kris Saeger, Heather Bowe, Melissa Weege, Vicki Mullins and Mindy Opelt.

Stacey Pigeon called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.  Vicki Mullins made a motion to begin, Pam Bauman seconded the motion.

Pam Bauman made the motion to approve the last Executive Board Meeting Minutes, Melissa Weege seconded the motion.

1. Reports

a. President Elect

i. Vicki Mullins went to RT in DC this year and learned how important we are in the role of passing the CARE Bill.

ii. Vicki is continuing to keep in contact with the senator, however, she has not received any response from the senator.

b. Treasurer’s Report

i. The beginning balance on January 1st was $15,344.45
1. Expenditures include:

a. Web Hosting

b. State of WI licensure

c. Postage

d. Cart Bowl Sponsorship

e. Scholarhship-Continuing Education

f. RT in DC Reimbursements

g. Speaker Honorariums-2010 Spring Meeting

2. Income included:

a. Membership


i. New, Active, Retired, Student

b. Meeting Registration Spring 2010

c. Donations-Spring meeting 2010

ii. Balance to date is $18,317.97

iii. A yearly audit was performed at the beginning of March. Check number 1680 was found to be missing.
iv. This was simply a voided check. Also checks 1701-2030 were noted to be missing. This was due to an error in reordering checks. This happened prior to my taking over as Treasurer. I am just using up the checks that are left. A note was made in the computer register to account for these missing check numbers.

v. Auditors brought up a question regarding NSF. Perhaps they will better be able to explain. It occurred once this past year. I attempted to get a hold of the person and never received a response. This was the first time it has happened in the past 3 years. I am not sure if there is anything we can do to prevent having this happen.
vi. I have been looking into the cost of meeting with an accountant to make sure we are doing everything correctly financially. So far, I’ve found that it may cost around $200.00 an hour. They seem to be quite busy with the tax season, so if this is something to pursue we should probably wait until April/early May. I think at the least it will give us reassurance that we are functioning correctly as a non-profit. Because our books have been passed on so frequently and with little knowledge of the financial world I would strongly encourage the board to agree to this. H&R Block recommended a workshop for non-profit organizations. I haven’t had much luck finding anything like this, but I continue to look.

vii. Our balance will drop once we pay Chula Vista for the Spring meeting expenses, board reimbursements and more RT in DC reimbursements.

viii. Have we addressed the issue of what happens to the meeting evaluation forms? If not, I think we need to find a way to compile the data and use it to better the meetings. I would be potentially willing to look at them.

c. Secretary’s Report

i. There are currently 131 RTOW members for 2010.


Therapists:  80

Dosimetrists:  8

2010 Students: 25 including Argosy

2011 Students: 6

Retired:  3

Educators:  3


Directors/Managers:  9

Physics Assistants:  1

      Other (Not Specified on application):  2
ii. There has been an 8% decrease in our membership.

d. Bylaws Report
i. No new report

e. Past President/ Historian
i. No new report
f. Webmaster’s Report

i. Amy Heath requests that updates are made on the meeting lists, then an e-mail be sent to Dawn Heinrich re: the updates.

ii.  Updates and upgrades have been added to the website

iii. Please give at least two weeks notice when you need things posted on the website.
g. Area Representative’s Reports

i. Southeast
1. There was an article in the Journal Sentinel about billing and coding.

2. Froedtert is going to have a new lead RTT, Krystal Spahos was hired on full time as a dosimetrist and Lindsay Kons was hired on as RTT

ii. Southwest
1. There are dosimetry positions open in Madison.

2. Turville Bay and UWHC in Johnson Creek are going electronic.
iii. Northeast

1. Dr. Welsh has resigned.
2. No Report

iv. Northwest
1. Open position
h. RT intern report

i. All of the students are anxious to finish and are searching for jobs.
ii. Two students have applied for the dosimetry program.
i. RT Club report

i. A variety of speakers have been coming to the meetings including a radiation oncologist and a breast cancer survivor.
ii. In April, the club will be participating in the ACS cancer walk.

iii. The club is also raising money to go to ASTRO. In addition the 2011 students will be planning and hosting the 2010 Fall meeting in La Crosse on October 8th and 9th at the career center on campus.

iv. All of the students are excited about their placements for the upcoming internship. There will be 5 students at Madison, 5 at Froedtert, 3 at Gunderson Lutheran, 3 at Parkridge and 5 at Chicago 

2. Committee Reports
a. Scholarship Committee-Recipient Award
i. There was 1 applicant, Danielle Hinze

ii. Danielle Hinze is working towards her Masters in Business Administration at Mount Mary College. She has 21 credits remaining.

iii. She will be attending the next fall meeting and may speak again at another meeting. Danielle has spoken at the Froedtert meeting. Melissa Weege will contact her in regards to speaking again.
iv. Danielle did comment that it is hard to stay under the 1 page limit.

v. The committee would like to change the length requirement from 1 page to 1-2 page limit.

vi. Amy Heath will update this on the webpage.

b. Members Services

i. There has been an 8% decrease in the membership.

ii. In hopes to increase the membership it was suggested to e-mail the area reps stating the renewal forms are coming due 2 months prior to the application due date

1. Reps will then mail a paper copy of the renewal notice, e-mail them and fax all the hospitals in their region to have the managers post within the department in hopes to engage more applicants (this way the current members would not be the only ones receiving the notice in the mail)

iii. With the decrease in applicants this year the board would like a follow up postcard be sent to all of the members that did not renew by sending an e-mail or a letter from the president regarding the importance of being a member and their value as a member.
iv. The board would like to extend a grace period for renewals that are late. This will be stated in the president’s letter.

v. All members will be put into excel to ease mail merge processes.

vi. A renewal notice will be sent out in 3 different forms (e-mail, postcard and fax to departments) and at the end of the forms members will be asked how they heard about the membership renewal.

vii. Non-membership registration fees will be increased at meetings in hopes to increase membership.

viii. A campaign was suggested for students to maintain membership after graduation.

ix. Brochure: the brochure will be saved as a PDF file 

1. Postcards will be sent out with updates and a link to the brochure where members can look at it and make comments and suggestions.

c. Recruitment/Nominations

i. There are currently no nominations for the NW

ii. It has been difficult to find NW reps therefore it was suggested that we combine the NE and the NW rep positions and change it to a N rep. This is still up for discussion and a NW rep is being sought out at the next meeting.
iii. President Elect: April Holler and Dan Steinhoff

iv. SW rep: Sarah Burski and Jared Kast

v. SE rep: Danielle Hinze and Tracy Katzer

vi. NW: open

vii. Bylaws: Bridget Krueger

viii. Nominations will also be taken at the business meeting tomorrow

d. Education Committee

i. This committee is currently focusing on the Fall meeting. There are several speakers that are being considered and would like to have some speakers that are graduates of UW-L

ii. We would like to see more publishing in the journal and would like to recruit people to write up treatment procedures

iii. If anyone is interested in writing, Melissa Weege is willing to help find a topic.

3. Old Business

a. Question on essay competition eligibility

i. Rules and regulations: must be an “active member” and enrolled in an accredited school and submitted by May 1st
1. ARGOSY can currently apply 

ii. Board votes that student must be enrolled in the UW-L program or at a clinical site in WI.

1. Amy Heath makes the first motion, Vicki Mullins seconds it

2. This will be changed in Appendix 2

b. Updated Bylaws-will e-mail board members new copy

i. Some bylaws were voted upon and never changed, however, changes are now made

c. Facebook group-want to pursue?

i. Lots of people are using Facebook more frequently

ii. On Facebook we could set up a group account like how the ASRT does. An administrator can be set up to help monitor information put on the web, acting like a firewall and to post e-mails to members.

iii. This could attract younger members

iv. The publicity committee could take charge of this. Vicki Mullins volunteers to do this.

v. The 2010 students created an ASTRO group on Facebook to communicate what items are being brought on the trip.

vi. The webmaster should be involved with this to help with updates and consistency. Amy Heath is looking into this.

vii. This  would be a free way to promote RTOW.
d. E-mail group on Yahoo/Google

i. Should we use this as another way to communicate? The e-mail accounts can be made up on-line via the website.

ii. Interested members would send an e-mail to that website to be added to the list via the area rep.

iii. With the e-mail group we would be able to do meeting reminders, renewals.

iv. The secretary would work with the webmaster to create an e-mail account and the webmaster would then set up the e-mail address.

e. Staffing Survey

i. It is currently unclear as to what to do with the data that is presented in the staffing survey.

ii. The survey should be redirected to address members regarding what they would like the RTOW board to work on and focus on, what the members want and what would make them likely to join.
4. New Business

a. WSRT Update

i. Vicki Mullins will be attending the WSRT meeting on April 10th.

1. She plans on asking them about the website and if they will add RTOW link, address safety issues so that it is acknowledged, ask if any bylaws or resolutions are being presented to the House of Delegates

b. RT in DC update

i. All students are encouraged to apply for this experience that allows them to learn and grow as an individual and network with others

ii. The senate is currently stalled in its position with the bill

iii. ASRT participated in the panel at the house

iv. The New York times article helped to make an impact and address issues, however, many people were unaware of the article

v. Contact your state representative and tell them you are in favor of HR 3652

c. Discuss proposed bylaws/revisions

i. Tie breaker

1. In robert’s rules

2. New by-law was created and addressed:  Article 5A: Elections: in the event of a tie in an election or vote, the meeting will be adjourned without immediate resolution of the election or vote. At the next scheduled meeting a revote will occur. This process will continue until a majority vote is achieved. In the event that an elected position is without resolution, the predecessor will remain in the position until a successor is elected.

3. A revote will occur at the same meeting immediately and then board will have confidential ballot after meeting via e-mail or will fax to bylaws

ii. Bylaw chair have voting rights?

1. The board votes yes. This will be voted on at the fall meeting and an amendment will be created.

d. Open forum

i. Froedtert requires a disclaimer is an employee on Facebook stating that the individual does not represent the views of Froedtert.

ii. Melissa Weege thanks RTOW for sponsoring CART and would like to know if RTOW will sponsor ASTRO for the 2011 students as opposed to CART this coming year.

1. Stacey Pigeon motions to support the 2011 ASTRO trip, Pam Baumann seconds

iii. The 2010 students had the opportunity to go to ASTRO in Chicago this past year.

At 9:30 pm, Amy Heath motions to adjourn the meeting and Jamie Robinson seconds it.

At 9:20 pm Sarah Seefeld made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Stacey Clegg seconded the motion.

