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          FALL NEWSLETTER  


2009 Fall Meeting

The Fall Meeting was held at the Riverview Hospital and Hotel Mead & Conference Center in Wisconsin Rapids on October 24th, 2009.

The Northwest district would like to thank all of the sponsors who supplied and donated materials for the meeting.  They would also like to thank everyone who put forth time and effort to make the meeting a success, with a special thanks going to Vicki Mullins for all of her hard work.

Very special thanks to the vendors and sponsors:  

· Nelco Construction
· Tomotherapy Inc
· Radiadyne
· Phillips Med Systems
· Riverview Hospital Association
A special thanks to our speakers:
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· Michelle Peterson, RN, MSN, FNP
“Critical Thinking: Becoming a Better Problem Solver”
· Nicki Williams, MSW, APSW and Mary Merdan, RN, MSN, APNP
“Palliative Care”

· Ron Kirschling, MD, FACP
“Cancer Survivorship: Now Can I Go Back to My Normal Life?”

· Ben Nelms, PhD
“Ready or Not, Here it Comes: Rethinking Health Care for the Next Generation”

· Yi Rong, PhD
“Applications of Volumetric On-Board Imaging”

· James Welsh, MS, MD, FACRO
“Radiopharmaceutical Renaissance”
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2009 Spring Meeting

   The spring RTOW meeting will be hosted at the Chula Vista in the Wisconsin Dells, WI and will be sponsored by the Southwest district on March 27, 2009.  Looking ahead, the fall meeting will be hosted at UW-La Crosse in La Crosse, WI in 2010.


RT In DC and the Care Bill
Currently the CARE Bill has been introduced in the House of Representatives. The ASRT is urging radiation therapists to contact their representatives in Washington DC and tell them that you are in support of the CARE Bill (H.R. 3652) as they do keep track of who calls and contacts them.

Call or fax your congressman TODAY and ask him or her to:
· Contact the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) and encourage the agency to score Sen. Wyden's amendment on rural health that includes the CARE bill as soon as possible. 
· Cosponsor H.R. 3652 (the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and Excellence (CARE) in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy bill). Ask your congressman to contact Hill Thomas in Rep. John Barrow's office to be listed as a cosponsor. 
· Include the CARE bill in the health care reform discussion because CARE provides for high-quality medical imaging and radiation therapy patient care and saves Medicare dollars! 
It is important we unite and continue to be a "pleasant pest" in contacting our legislators.  If you do not know how to contact your congressman (or know who your congressman is!) go to www.thomas.gov and select House of Representative from the left side list.
If we take a few moments now to contact our congressman, we can make a huge difference that will impact the safety of our patients for years to come!


WSRT Update
  Pam Bauman and Stacey Pigeon had the opportunity to attend another WSRT board meeting. Throughout the meeting there was a lot of excitement as WSRT mentioned they would like to create chapters reaching out to all of the radiologic science modalities and have Radiation Therapy be their first chapter. This would be a great opportunity for our profession because WSRT goes to the delegation every year and votes on statements that impact our field even if they have no knowledge on the subject matter. Therefore, the president and president-elect would attend WSRT meetings on a regular basis allowing them to have a voice and help with the decision making in the voting. All updates on the Wisconsin Bill can be found at www.wsrt.net.

    In addition, we want to consider standing committees modeled after WSRT. This will allow for more RTOW members to be on the board of RTOW without actually being board members to enhance the involvement within the society. The committees include Members Services, Nomination/Recruitment to change what we do to help bring in more members; Public Relations to make the community aware of volunteer work that is done; Educational Committee/Coordinator to coordinate education resources for RTOW; and a Librarian/Historian to collect and maintain RTOW materials such as programs, articles as well as photographs.  If you are interested in being apart of any of these committees please contact Stacey Pigeon, Jamie Robinson, Kris Saeger or Melissa Weege.


Scholarship Update
There currently have been no applicants for the $1000 RTOW scholarship.  Any “Active” non-student member of RTOW pursing a Baccalaureate, Master’s, Ph. D, or post graduate certification such as dosimetry are eligible to apply for the scholarship.  Applications and guidelines for the scholarship can be found on the RTOW website and must be submitted to the President by January 31st.


Treasurer Report
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   The beginning balance on April 1st, 2009 was $16,469.32. 
The expenditures included:

· Web Hosting

· RT in DC Reimbursements

· ASRT Memberships

· Board member reimbursements

· Office supplies

· Scholarship-Student Achievement Award

· Meeting expenses

· Plaque Engraving

The income included:

· Vendor Fees for 2009 Spring Meeting
· Donation for 2009 Spring Meeting

· Membership Dues

· Website Advertising

· New Members

· Late Fees from members for renewal applications
   The ending balance on October 23rd, 2009 was $15,850.17
Audits continue to be done quarterly. A detailed report can be found on the RTOW website or from the RTOW treasurer found at www.rtowonline.com.



Secretary Report
There are currently 187 RTOW members for 2009.


Therapists:  122


Dosimetrists:  13


2010 Students (including UW-La Crosse and Argosy): 25


2011 Students: 10


Retired:  3


Educators:  3


Directors/Managers:  9


Physics Assistants:  1

      Other (Not Specified on application):  1

   The public RTOW Membership Directory posted on the website was last updated October 2009 and will be updated quarterly.  Please email all changes to the RTOW secretary, Jamie Robinson at Columbia-St. Mary’s in Milwaukee at jamielynnrobinson84@yahoo.com


WWW.RTOWONLINE.COM
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· Please forward any updates or news to the webmasters.   They will do their best to update the website on a regular basis.  

· We would like to see great community involvement in our districts.  Please check the website for activity info and please remember to report all work to the webmasters and to include pictures.

· Ads for technical services on our website are allowed and will be charged the same cost as posting a job position.

· Send address changes to the Secretary, the membership will be updated quarterly.

· Please remember to check website occasionally for Policy and Procedure revisions.

· Please email any and all suggestions to the webmaster.



New Executive Board Members
· President: Stacey Pigeon
· President Elect: Vicki Mullins
· Northeast Rep:  Open, Cherie Wilson was nominated for this position
· Northwest Rep: still open for nominations

All nominations must be received one month prior to the meeting.



Kudos

· Amy Heath is graduating this December from George Washington University. Way to go!

· Melissa Weege is graduating from UW-Stout with her Master’s. Congratulations!






Community Involvement
 The RT Club continues to be involved with the community. This year student members are volunteering at “Catch a Cure,” which is a ice fishing jamboree in La Crosse that is raising money for lung cancer and Relay for Life. The members are also doing fund raising for breast cancer research, sponsoring a blood drive, and are making holiday cards for cancer patients.


A Message from the Program Director of Medical Dosimetry at UW-La Crosse

The University of Wisconsin – La Crosse Medical Dosimetry program is seeking clinical internship sites. The program relies on the support from the Radiation Oncology community from this area. Without clinical sites, there is no program. Without a program, there are no formally educated graduates. The importance of formal education is to ensure that the individuals entering the workforce received a comprehensive, quality education and are deemed competent as an entry level medical dosimetrist.  The goal of the program is to have 10-15 clinical sites in this area. Students relocate from various parts of the country to attend school here; therefore job availability in this region alone is not a concern.   

The program is recognized as one of the top programs in the nation with students surpassing the national average board exam statistics. Adding clinical sites will expand this top-notch program to ensure that competent, highly qualified students are entering the workforce annually.

Unlike the radiation therapy program, which most of you are most familiar with, the clinical internship sites are not responsible for the didactic curriculum instruction for the medical dosimetry program.  Students receive this component through online education. The sites are only responsible for the clinical education (training) during the program. Because of this relationship, the site is involved in the interview process and only accepts one student per site. 

What are the benefits of being an affiliated clinical internship site?  Students actually decompress some of the medical dosimetry workload.  After a student is deemed competent in specific clinical duties, they provide additional support by completing many of the plans and procedures (under direct/indirect supervision).  The other benefit for the clinical sites is having a great selection of candidates to hire from each year at graduation. 

So, how do you know if your site qualifies?  Here is a list of qualification criteria:

Staff Requirements 

· Board certified medical dosimetrist, medical physicist, and radiation oncologist 

Equipment

· Treatment machines of varied energies with electron capabilities

· Conventional simulator or dedicated CT for virtual simulation

Treatment Accessories 

· Custom blocks or MLC, immobilization devices, wedges/compensating filters

Radiation Protection Services

External beam (3D and IMRT) and brachytherapy planning services 

Library with relevant books and journals

Facility accredited by JCAHO, ACR, or State Agency

A certified medical dosimetrist or medical physicist is to be assigned as the clinical supervisor for the site. The site would need to select someone to perform those duties. These duties consist of being the supervisor for the student at the site, signing off on some monthly paperwork (electronically), and being the contact person for the program director. The program director will offer an orientation and continue to offer support via phone, email, or in person. If you have not participated in a training program previously, the program will assist you with questions or concerns during orientation as well as provide resources through the accreditation agency.

The program is designed to have students taking online didactic coursework while they are completing clinical training. The student is in the clinic approximately 32 – 40 hours per week depending on the semester. The students must log their non-paid clinical time and be evaluated on a monthly basis. The students are responsible for completing required competencies and observations which requires approval by a certified medical dosimetrist or physicist. The entire clinical internship documentation is completed through an electronic clinical management system. Automated evaluations and forms make things easier on clinical staff by eliminating monthly hard copy paperwork to be completed. 


If you have an interest in being affiliated with the UW-La Crosse Medical Dosimetry program, please contact the program director, Nishele Lenards, at lenards.nish@uwlax.edu or 952-270-3582. 

Program website: www.uwlax.edu/md


RTOW Executive Board – Fall 2009


Past President                                                      President        
Pam Bauman


          
          Stacey Pigeon
Columbia St. Mary’s
          

          Columbia St. Mary’s
(414) 291-1556 (w)


          (414) 291-1556 (w)

(414) 291-1577 (f)


          (414) 291-1557 (f)

Sseefeld1@wi.rr.com 

                        pbauman@columbia-stmarys.org
President Elect                                                     Secretary
Vicki Mullins

                                     Jamie Robinson
         
UW Riverview                                                        Columbia St. Mary’s
(715) 422-9335



           (414) 291-1556 (w)
mulvic@rhahealthcare.org                                     (414) 291-1557 (f)
           Jamielynnrobinson84@yahoo.com
Treasurer                                                              Co-Webmaster
Tracy Nelson                                                          Amy Heath
St. Clare Hospital, Baraboo, WI 

            University of Wisconsin Hospitals & Clinics
(608) 356-1570 (w) 


            (608) 263-8517 (w)
(608) 356-1302 (f)


            (608) 263-9167 (f)
tramcc_ps23@hotmail.com


aa.heath@hosp.wisc.edu
Co-Webmaster                                                      By-Law Chair

Dawn Henrich                                                        Jill Corbet
UW Cancer Center – Aspirus Wausau Hospital      Columbia St. Mary’s
(715) 847-2199 (w)                                               (414) 291-1556 (w)

(715) 847-2319 (f)                                                (414) 291-1557 (f)
dawnh@aspirus.org                                                jcorbet@colubia-stmarys.org
Northeast Area Rep.                                              Northwest Area Rep.

Cheri Wilson



           Open
Aurora Baycare

(920) 793-7365 (w)
Cherie.wilson@aurora.org
Southeast Area Rep.                                             Southwest Area Rep.

Heather Bowe                                                       Kris Saeger
Froedtert Hospital                                               University of Wisconsin Hospital & Clinics
(414) 805-4400 (w)                                              (608) 263-8533 (w)
hmbuwlax@hotmail.com                                        ksaeger@uwhealth.org
Radiation Therapists of Wisconsin

(R.T.O.W)

Membership Application 

NAME(Please Print): ________________________________Maiden______________Title – RTT, CMD, RTR

HOME ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________


CITY:______________________________STATE:_______ZIP:__________

HOME PHONE:________________________________Is this a new address?___________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________________

A.R.R.T. #___________________________

Are you a new member?  Yes______No_____

Are you currently employed in Radiation Oncology?  Yes_____No_____

PRIMARY FOCUS (circle one):


Staff Therapist



Chief / Lead Therapist


Dosimetrist



Director / Manager





Simulation Therapist


Educator







Student

NAME OF INSTITUTION OF EMPLOYMENT:___________________________________________

ADDRESS OF ABOVE:__________________________________________________


CITY:______________________________ STATE:_________ZIP:_____________

Phone number where you may be reached during business hours: (        )__________________________

Fax: (         )________________

Do you wish to be included in the membership directory (home addresses will be used)?  Yes_______  No ______


Dues:  Dues are payable January 1st of each calendar year.  All fees and membership applications postmarked after January 31st each year will be considered late and will be subject to payment of the $37.00 fee for late applicants, which includes $20.00 for annual dues and a $12.00 late fee.  Please circle the appropriate category:  (see below for definition of categories.)


Renewing and New Members



After January 31st: Late Applicants


Active:

$20.00



Active:


$32.00


Associate: 

$20.00



Associate:


$32.00



Inactive:  

$20.00



Inactive:


$32.00



Retired: 

$10.00



Retired:


$22.00


Student: 

$10.00



Student:


$10.00

Make checks (do not send cash) payable to R.T.O.W. and mail to:





R.T.O.W.

                                                                        C/O Tracy Nelson, Treasurer

                                                                        1515 Don Simon Drive

                                                                        Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590
Article 3A: Qualifications of Members:

1. Active members shall be any RTT’s and RTR’s currently employed in a hospital or clinic based radiation oncology department on a full or part time basis.

2. Student Members shall be those students who are enrolled in an approved RTT or Dosimetry training program. Eligibility for this category shall terminate on the conclusion of or discontinuation of such training.  Student members shall have privileges and obligations of members except the right to hold office and vote.

3. Retired members shall be those persons 55 years of age or older who are formally retired from an active radiation oncology setting.  Retired members shall have all the privileges of membership extended by the society.

4. Associate members shall be those persons not eligible for active membership and shall have privileges except those of introducing motions, voting, serving on committees and holding office.

5. Inactive:  Any RTT or RTR not currently employed in a hospital or clinic based Radiation oncology department. Inactive members can hold office, have the same rights and privileges as active members and pay the same dues as active members and pay the same dues as active members.
